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CITY OF MOUNTAIN VIEW 
MEMORANDUM 

 
 
DATE: February 13, 2003 
 
TO: City Council 
 
FROM: Kevin S. Woodhouse, Environmental Management Coordinator 
 
SUBJECT: FEBRUARY 18, 2003 STUDY SESSION—PRESENTATION BY THE 

UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY ON 
GROUNDWATER AND AIR QUALITY CONTAMINATION 

 
 
PURPOSE OF STUDY SESSION 
 
To hear a presentation from the United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 
about how the EPA is assessing potential indoor air quality contamination at four 
Federal clean-up sites in Mountain View:  Middlefield-Ellis-Whisman Study Area, GTE 
Government Systems site, Jasco Chemical Company site and the Moffett Federal 
Airfield site. 
 
BACKGROUND AND ANALYSIS 
 
At the City Council's regular meeting on January 28, 2003, the City Council directed 
staff to schedule a study session to hear a presentation by the EPA on their efforts to 
assess whether indoor or outdoor air quality is being impacted by the solvent 
trichloroethene (TCE) at four groundwater contamination sites in Mountain View. 
 
The "vapor intrusion pathway," whereby volatile chemicals in shallow groundwater 
emit vapors that can migrate up through the ground and into the air in buildings, is an 
evolving area of concern to the EPA.  In addition, the EPA recently completed a draft 
reassessment of the health risks posed by TCE.  Therefore, the EPA is currently 
assessing any potential long-term health risks posed by this chemical via this pathway 
at the above-mentioned four sites in Mountain View. 
 
On October 14, 2002, then Mayor Sally Lieber sent a letter to EPA Region 9 
Administrator Wayne Nastri requesting that the EPA publish and distribute a fact sheet 
on the status of Mountain View clean-up sites and recent TCE and vapor intrusion 
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pathway developments, as well as conduct a community meeting to allow the public an 
opportunity to learn more about this issue.  The EPA generated a thorough fact sheet 
(Attachment 1) and held a community meeting on January 22, 2003.  Staff estimates that 
over 300 people attended the community meeting.  Attachment 2 to this report is the 
EPA's agenda and presentation slides from the community meeting.  Attachment 3 is 
staff's summary overview of main points from the community meeting, which was 
previously forwarded to the City Council. 
 
Staff has requested that the EPA team provide a brief presentation to the City Council at 
the February 18, 2003 study session covering the topics presented to the public at the 
community meeting.  These include:  (1) Risk Assessment and Vapor Intrusion; (2) TCE 
Toxicity Assessment; and (3) Mountain View Sites Update, followed by a question-and-
answer session. 
 
Prepared by: Approved by: 
 
 
 
Kevin S. Woodhouse Nadine P. Levin 
Environmental Management Coordinator Assistant City Manager 
 
 
 
 Kevin C. Duggan 
 City Manager 
 
KSW/DN/6/CAM 
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Attachments: 1. EPA Fact Sheet 
 2. EPA's Agenda and Presentation Slides from the January 22, 2003 

Community Meeting 
 3. Summary Overview of Main Points from the January 22, 2003 

Community Meeting 
 
cc: Ms. Alana Lee, Project Manager 
 United States Environmental Protection Agency 


